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Proper 8

N
�

ow

�

as

�

you

�

ex

�

cel

�

in

�

eve

�

ry

�

thing

�

—in

�

faith,

�

in

�

speech,

�

in

�

knowl

�

edge,

�

in

� �

�

ut

�

most

�

ea

�

ger

�

ness,

�

and

�

in

�

our

�

love

�

for

�

you

�

—so

�

we

�

want

�

you

�

to

�

ex

�

cel

�

al

�

so

� �

�

in

�

this

�

gen-

�

er

�

ous

�

un-

�

der

�

tak-

�

ing.

�

�

I

�

do

�

not

�

say

�

this

�

as

�

a

�

com

�

mand,

�

but

�

I

�

am,

� �

�

by

�

men

�

tion-

�

ing

�

the

�

ea

�

ger

�

ness

�

of

�

oth

�

ers,

�

test-

�

ing

�

the

�

gen-

�

u-

�

ine

�

ness

�

of

�

your

�

�

�

love.

�

�

For

�

you

�

know

�

the

�

gen-

�

er

�

ous

�

act

�

of

�

our

�

Lord

�

Je-

�

sus

�

Christ,

�

that

�

though

� �

�

he

�

was

�

rich,

�

yet

�

for

�

your

�

sakes

�

he

�

be-

�

came

�

poor,

�

so

�

that

�

by

�

his

�

pov-

�

er

�

ty

� �

�

you

�

might

�

be-

�

come

�

rich.

�

�

And

�

in

�

this

�

mat

�

ter

�

I

�

am

�

giv-

�

ing

�

my

�

o-

�

pin

�

ion:

�

�

�

�

�

it

�

is

�

ben-

�

e-

�

fi-

�

cial

�

for

�

you

�

who

�

be-

�

gan

�

last

�

year

�

not

�

on

�

ly

�

to

�

do

�

some

�

thing

� �
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�

but

�

e-

�

ven

�

to

�

de-

�

sire

�

to

�

do

�

some

�

thing.

�

�

Now

�

fin-

�

ish

�

do-

�

ing

�

it,

�

so

�

that

�

your

� �

�

ea

�

ger

�

ness

�

may

�

be

�

matched

�

by

�

com

�

plet-

�

ing

�

it

�

ac

�

cord

�

ing

�

to

�

your

�

means.

�

�

�

�

For

�

if

�

the

�

ea

�

ger

�

ness

�

is

�

there,

�

the

�

gift

�

is

�

ac

�

cept

�

a

�

ble

�

ac

�

cord

�

ing

�

to

�

what

�

one

� �

�

has,

�

not

�

ac

�

cord

�

ing

�

to

�

what

�

one

�

does

�

not

�

have.

�

�

For

�

I

�

do

�

not

�

mean

�

that

�

there

� �

�

should

�

be

�

re-

�

lief

�

for

�

oth

�

ers

�

and

�

hard

�

ship

�

for

�

you,

�

but

�

it

�

is

�

a

�

ques

�

tion

�

of

� �

�

e

�

qual-

�

i-

�

ty

�

be

�

tween

�

your

�

pre-

�

sent

�

a-

�

bun

�

dance

�

and

�

their

�

need,

�

so

�

that

�

their

� �

�

a-

�

bun

�

dance

�

may

�

al

�

so

�

sup

�

ply

�

your

�

need,

�

in

�

or

�

der

�

that

�

there

�

may

�

be

�

e-

�

qual-

�

�

�

i-

�

ty.

�

�

As

�

it

�

is

�

writ-

�

ten,

�

�

�

“The

�

one

�

who

�

had

�

much

�

did

�

not

�

have

�

too

�

much,

�

�

�

� �

�

and

�

the

�

one

�

who

�

had

�

lit

�

tle

�

did

�

not

�

have

�

too

�

lit

�

tle.”

�

�
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