Romans 4:13-18

St. Joseph
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F or the promise that he would inher-it the world did not come to
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Abra-ham or to his descendants through the law but through the righteous-
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ness of faith. For if it is the adher-ents of the law who are to be the heirs,
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faith is null and the promise is void. For the law brings wrath, but where
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there is no law, neither is there transgression. For this reason the promise

%H a = a—a—A AR a—a—*h L L aA—R R’ I—J

de-pends on faith, in order that it may rest on grace, so that it may be
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guar-anteed to all his descendants, not only to the adher-ents of the law but
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also to those who share the faith of Abra-ham Hop-ing against hope, he
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be-lieved that he would be-come“the father of man-y nations,” according to

what was said,“So shall your descendants be.”
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