
Matthew 19:3-12
Setting Apart for a Religious Vocation
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The

�

Ho-

�

ly

�

Gos

�

pel

�

of

�

our

�

Lord

�

Je-

�

sus

�

Christ

�

�

�

ac

�

cor

�

ding

�

to

�

Matt

�

�

hew.

�

�

�

�

�R Glo-

�

ry

�

to

�

you,

�

Lord

�

Christ.

�

�

Some

�

Phar-

�

i-

�

sees

�

came

�

to

�

Je-

�

sus,

�

�

�

and

�

to

�

test

�

him

� �

�

they

�

asked,

�

�

�

‘Is

�

it

�

law

�

ful

�

for

�

a

�

man

�

to

�

di-

�

vorce

�

his

�

wife

�

for

�

an-

�

y

�

cause?’

� �

�

He

� �

�

an

�

swered,

�

�

�

‘Have

�

you

�

not

�

read

�

that

�

the

�

one

�

who

�

made

�

them

�

at

�

the

�

be-

�

gin

�

ning

� �

�

“made

�

them

�

male

�

and

�

fe

�

male”,

�

�

�

and

�

said,

�

�

“For

�

this

�

rea

�

son

�

a

�

man

�

shall

�

leave

� �

�

his

�

fa

�

ther

�

and

�

moth

�

er

�

and

�

be

�

joined

�

to

�

his

�

wife,

�

�

�

and

�

the

�

two

�

shall

�

be-

�

come

�

�

�

one

�

flesh”?

� �

�

So

�

they

�

are

�

no

�

long

�

er

�

two,

�

but

�

one

�

flesh.

�

�

There

�

fore

�

what

�

God

�

�

�

has

�

joined

�

to-

�

geth

�

er,

�

�

�

let

�

no

�

one

�

sep-

�

a-

�

rate.’

�

�

They

�

said

�

to

�

him,

�

�

‘Why

�

then

�

did

� �
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�

Mo-

�

ses

�

com

�

mand

�

us

�

to

�

give

�

a

�

cer-

�

tif-

�

i-

�

cate

�

of

�

dis

�

mis

�

sal

�

and

�

to

�

di-

�

vorce

�

her?’

�

�

�

�

He

�

said

�

to

�

them,

�

�

‘It

�

was

�

be

�

cause

�

you

�

were

�

so

�

hard

�

heart

�

ed

�

that

�

Mo-

�

ses

�

al-

�

lowed

� �

�

you

�

to

�

di-

�

vorce

�

your

�

wives,

�

�

�

but

�

at

�

the

�

be-

�

gin

�

ning

�

it

�

was

�

not

�

so.

�

�

And

�

I

�

say

�

�

�

to

�

you,

�

�

�

who-

�

ev-

�

er

�

di-

�

vorc

�

es

�

his

�

wife,

�

�

ex

�

cept

�

for

�

un

�

chas-

�

ti-

�

ty,

�

�

�

and

�

mar

�

ries

� �

�

an-

�

oth

�

er

�

com

�

mits

�

a-

�

dul-

�

ter-

�

y.’

�

�

His

�

dis-

�

ci

�

ples

�

said

�

to

�

him,

�

�

�

‘If

�

such

�

is

�

the

�

case

� �

�

of

�

a

�

man

�

with

�

his

�

wife,

�

�

it

�

is

�

bet-

�

ter

�

not

�

to

�

mar

�

ry.’

�

�

But

�

he

�

said

�

to

�

them,

�

�

�

�

�

‘Not

�

eve

�

ry-

�

one

�

can

�

ac

�

cept

�

this

�

teach

�

ing,

�

�

�

but

�

on

�

ly

�

those

�

to

�

whom

�

it

�

is

�

giv-

�

en.

�

�

�

�

For

�

there

�

are

�

eu

�

nuchs

�

who

�

have

�

been

�

so

�

from

�

birth,

�

�

�

and

�

there

�

are

�

eu

�

nuchs

� �
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�

who

�

have

�

been

�

made

�

eu

�

nuchs

�

by

�

oth

�

ers,

�

�

and

�

there

�

are

�

eu

�

nuchs

�

who

�

have

�

made

� �

�

them

�

selves

�

eu

�

nuchs

�

for

�

the

�

sake

�

of

�

the

�

king

�

dom

�

of

�

heav

�

en.

�

�

Let

�

an-

�

y-

�

one

�

ac

�

cept

�

�

�

this

�

who

�

can.’
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�V The

�

Gos

�

pel
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of

�

the

�

Lord.
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�

�R Praise

�

to
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you,

�

Lord

�

Christ.
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