
2 Maccabees 6:1-2 7:1-23
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N
�

ot

�

long

�

af

�

ter

�

this,

�

the

�

king

�

sent

�

an

�

Athen

�

ian

�

sen-

�

a-

�

tor

�

to

�

com

�

pel

� �

�

the

�

Jews

�

to

�

for

�

sake

�

the

�

laws

�

of

�

their

�

an

�

ces

�

tors

�

and

�

no

�

long

�

er

�

to

�

live

�

by

� �

�

the

�

laws

�

of

�

God,

�

al

�

so

�

to

�

pol-

�

lute

�

the

�

tem

�

ple

�

in

�

Je-

�

ru-

�

sa-

�

lem

�

and

�

to

�

call

� �

�

it

�

the

�

tem

�

ple

�

of

�

Olympian

�

Zeus

�

and

�

to

�

call

�

the

�

one

�

in

�

Ger-

�

izim

�

Zeus-

� �

�

the-

�

Friend-

�

of-

�

Stran

�

gers,

�

as

�

the

�

peo

�

ple

�

who

�

live

�

in

�

that

�

place

�

are

�

known.

�

�

�

�

It

�

hap

�

pened

�

al

�

so

�

that

�

sev-

�

en

�

broth

�

ers

�

and

�

their

�

moth

�

er

�

were

�

ar

�

rest

�

ed

�

and

� �

�

were

�

be-

�

ing

�

com

�

pelled

�

by

�

the

�

king,

�

un

�

der

�

tor

�

ture

�

with

�

whips

�

and

�

straps,

� �
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�

to

�

par

�

take

�

of

�

un

�

law

�

ful

�

pig’s

�

flesh.

�

�

One

�

of

�

them,

�

act

�

ing

�

as

�

their

�

spokesman,

� �

�

said,“

�

What

�

do

�

you

�

in

�

tend

�

to

�

ask

�

and

�

learn

�

from

�

us?

� �

�

For

�

we

�

are

�

read

�

y

�

to

� �

�

die

�

ra

�

ther

�

than

�

trans

�

gress

�

the

�

laws

�

of

�

our

�

an

�

ces

�

tors.”

�

�

The

�

king

�

fell

�

in

�

to

�

a

� �

�

rage

�

and

�

gave

�

or

�

ders

�

to

�

have

�

pans

�

and

�

cal

�

drons

�

heated.

�

�

These

�

were

�

heated

� �

�

im

�

me-

�

di-

�

ate

�

ly,

�

and

�

he

�

com

�

mand

�

ed

�

that

�

the

�

tongue

�

of

�

their

�

spokesman

�

be

� �

�

cut

�

out

�

and

�

that

�

they

�

scalp

�

him

�

and

�

cut

�

off

�

his

�

hands

�

and

�

feet,

�

while

�

the

� �

�

rest

�

of

�

the

�

broth

�

ers

�

and

�

the

�

moth

�

er

�

looked

�

on.

�

�

When

�

he

�

was

�

ut

�

ter

�

ly

�

help

�

less,

� �

�

the

�

king

�

or

�

dered

�

them

�

to

�

take

�

him

�

to

�

the

�

fire,

�

still

�

breath

�

ing,

�

and

�

to

�

fry

� �
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�

him

�

in

�

a

�

pan.

�

�

The

�

smoke

�

from

�

the

�

pan

�

spread

�

widely,

�

but

�

the

�

broth

�

ers

�

and

� �

�

their

�

moth

�

er

�

en

�

cour

�

aged

�

one

�

an-

�

oth

�

er

�

to

�

die

�

nobly,

�

say-

�

ing,“

�

The

�

Lord

�

God

� �

�

is

�

watch

�

ing

�

o-

�

ver

�

us

�

and

�

in

�

truth

�

has

�

com

�

pas

�

sion

�

on

�

us,

�

as

�

Mo-

�

ses

�

de

�

clared

� �

�

in

�

his

�

song

�

that

�

bore

�

wit

�

ness

�

a

�

gainst

�

the

�

peo

�

ple

�

to

�

their

�

fac-

�

es,

�

when

�

he

� �

�

said,‘

�

And

�

he

�

will

�

have

�

com

�

pas

�

sion

�

on

�

his

�

ser

�

vants.’

�

�

”Af

�

ter

�

the

�

first

�

broth

�

er

� �

�

had

�

died

�

in

�

this

�

way,

�

they

�

brought

�

for

�

ward

�

the

�

sec-

�

ond

�

for

�

their

�

sport.

�

�

�

�

They

�

tore

�

off

�

the

�

skin

�

of

�

his

�

head

�

with

�

the

�

hair

�

and

�

asked

�

him,

�

�

�

“Will

�

you

�

eat

� �

�

ra

�

ther

�

than

�

have

�

your

�

bod-

�

y

�

pun-

�

ished

�

limb

�

by

�

limb?”

� �

�

He

�

re

�

plied

�

in

�

the

�

lan-

� �
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�

guage

�

of

�

his

�

an

�

ces

�

tors

�

and

�

said

�

to

�

them,“

�

No.”

�

�

There

�

fore

�

he

�

in

�

turn

�

un

�

der

�

went

� �

�

tor

�

tures

�

as

�

the

�

first

�

broth

�

er

�

had

�

done.

�

�

And

�

when

�

he

�

was

�

at

�

his

�

last

�

breath,

� �

�

he

�

said,“

�

You

�

ac

�

curs

�

ed

�

wretch,

�

you

�

dis

�

miss

�

us

�

from

�

this

�

pre-

�

sent

�

life,

�

but

�

the

� �

�

King

�

of

�

the

�

u-

�

ni-

�

verse

�

will

�

raise

�

us

�

up

�

to

�

a

�

re-

�

new

�

al

�

of

�

ev-

�

er

�

last-

�

ing

�

life,

�

be-

� �

�

cause

�

we

�

have

�

died

�

for

�

his

�

laws.”

�

�

Af

�

ter

�

him,

�

the

�

third

�

was

�

the

�

vic-

�

tim

�

of

�

their

�

�

�

sport.

�

�

When

�

it

�

was

�

de

�

manded,

�

he

�

quick

�

ly

�

put

�

out

�

his

�

tongue

�

and

�

coura

�

geously

� �

�

stretched

�

forth

�

his

�

hands

�

and

�

said

�

nobly,“

�

I

�

got

�

these

�

from

�

heav

�

en,

�

and

�

be

�

cause

� �

�

of

�

his

�

laws

�

I

�

dis

�

dain

�

them,

�

and

�

from

�

him

�

I

�

hope

�

to

�

get

�

them

�

back

�

a

�

gain.”

�

�

�
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�

As

�

a

�

re-

�

sult,

�

the

�

king

�

him

�

self

�

and

�

those

�

with

�

him

�

were

�

a

�

ston-

�

ished

�

at

�

the

� �

�

young

�

man’s

�

spir-

�

it,

�

for

�

he

�

re-

�

gard

�

ed

�

his

�

suf

�

fer-

�

ings

�

as

�

noth

�

ing.

�

�

Af

�

ter

�

he,

�

too,

� �

�

had

�

died,

�

they

�

mal

�

treated

�

and

�

tor

�

tured

�

the

�

fourth

�

in

�

the

�

same

�

way.

�

�

When

� �

�

he

�

was

�

near

�

death,

�

he

�

said,“

�

One

�

can

�

not

�

but

�

choose

�

to

�

die

�

at

�

the

�

hands

�

of

� �

�

mor

�

tals

�

and

�

to

�

cher-

�

ish

�

the

�

hope

�

God

�

gives

�

of

�

be-

�

ing

�

raised

�

a

�

gain

�

by

�

him.

�

�

�

�

But

�

for

�

you

�

there

�

will

�

be

�

no

�

res-

�

ur

�

rec

�

tion

�

to

�

life!”

�

�

Next

�

they

�

brought

�

for

�

ward

� �

�

the

�

fifth

�

and

�

mal

�

treated

�

him.

�

�

But

�

he

�

looked

�

at

�

the

�

king

�

and

�

said,“

�

Be

�

cause

�

you

� �

�

have

�

au

�

thor-

�

i-

�

ty

�

a

�

mong

�

mor

�

tals,

�

though

�

you

�

al

�

so

�

are

�

mor

�

tal,

�

you

�

do

�

what

� �
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�

you

�

please.

�

�

But

�

do

�

not

�

think

�

that

�

God

�

has

�

for

�

sak-

�

en

�

our

�

peo

�

ple.

�

�

Keep

�

on,

� �

�

and

�

see

�

how

�

his

�

might

�

y

�

pow

�

er

�

will

�

tor

�

ture

�

you

�

and

�

your

�

de

�

scend

�

ants!”

�

�

�

�

Af

�

ter

�

him

�

they

�

brought

�

for

�

ward

�

the

�

sixth.

�

�

And

�

when

�

he

�

was

�

a

�

bout

�

to

�

die,

� �

�

he

�

said,“

�

Do

�

not

�

de-

�

ceive

�

your

�

self

�

in

�

vain.

�

�

For

�

we

�

are

�

suf

�

fer-

�

ing

�

these

�

things

� �

�

on

�

our

�

own

�

ac

�

count

�

be

�

cause

�

of

�

our

�

sins

�

a

�

gainst

�

our

�

own

�

God.

�

�

But

�

do

�

not

� �

�

think

�

that

�

you

�

will

�

go

�

un

�

pun-

�

ished

�

for

�

hav-

�

ing

�

tried

�

to

�

fight

�

a

�

gainst

�

God!”

�

�

�

�

The

�

moth

�

er

�

was

�

es

�

pe

�

cial-

�

ly

�

ad

�

mirable

�

and

�

wor

�

thy

�

of

�

hon-

�

or-

�

a

�

ble

�

mem

�

o-

�

ry.

�

�

�

�

Al

�

though

�

she

�

saw

�

her

�

sev-

�

en

�

sons

�

per-

�

ish

�

with

�

in

�

a

�

sin

�

gle

�

day,

�

she

�

bore

�

it

�

with

� �
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�

good

�

cour

�

age

�

be

�

cause

�

of

�

her

�

hope

�

in

�

the

�

Lord.

�

�

She

�

en

�

cour

�

aged

�

each

�

of

�

them

� �

�

in

�

the

�

lan

�

guage

�

of

�

their

�

an

�

ces

�

tors.

�

�

Filled

�

with

�

a

�

no

�

ble

�

spir-

�

it,

�

she

�

re-

�

in

�

forced

� �

�

her

�

wom

�

an’s

�

rea

�

son-

�

ing

�

with

�

a

�

man’s

�

cour

�

age

�

and

�

said

�

to

�

them,“

�

I

�

do

�

not

� �

�

know

�

how

�

you

�

came

�

in

�

to

�

be-

�

ing

�

in

�

my

�

womb.

�

�

It

�

was

�

not

�

I

�

who

�

gave

�

you

� �

�

life

�

and

�

breath

�

nor

�

I

�

who

�

set

�

in

�

or

�

der

�

the

�

el-

�

e

�

ments

�

with

�

in

�

each

�

of

�

you.

�

�

�

�

There

�

fore

�

the

�

Cre-

�

a-

�

tor

�

of

�

the

�

world,

�

who

�

shaped

�

the

�

be-

�

gin

�

ning

�

of

�

hu

�

man-

� �

�

kind

�

and

�

de-

�

vised

�

the

�

or-

�

i-

�

gin

�

of

�

all

�

things,

�

in

�

his

�

mer

�

cy

�

gives

�

life

�

and

�

breath

� �

�

back

�

to

�

you

�

a

�

gain,

�

since

�

you

�

now

�

for

�

get

�

yourselves

�

for

�

the

�

sake

�

of

�

his

�

laws.”

�

�

✠Episcopalchant


