
Ecclesiasticus 44:1-10, 13-14
Vigil for the Eve of All Saints’ Day 5

L
�

et

�

us

�

now

�

sing

�

the

�

prais-

�

es

�

of

�

fa

�

mous

�

men,

�

�

�

our

�

an

�

ces

�

tors

�

in

�

their

� �

�

gen-

�

er-

�

a

�

tions.

�

�

The

�

Lord

�

ap

�

por

�

tioned

�

to

�

them

�

great

�

glo-

�

ry,

�

�

�

his

�

maj-

�

es

�

ty

�

from

� �

�

the

�

be-

�

gin

�

ning.

�

�

There

�

were

�

those

�

who

�

ruled

�

in

�

their

�

king

�

doms

�

    and

�

made

�

a

� �

�

name

�

for

�

them

�

selves

�

by

�

their

�

strength;

�

�

�

those

�

who

�

gave

�

coun

�

sel

�

be

�

cause

�

they

� �

�

were

�

in

�

tel-

�

li-

�

gent;

�

�

�

those

�

who

�

spoke

�

in

�

pro

�

phet-

�

ic

�

or-

�

a

�

cles;

�

�

�

those

�

who

�

led

�

the

� �

�

peo

�

ple

�

by

�

their

�

coun

�

sels

�

    and

�

by

�

their

�

knowl

�

edge

�

of

�

the

�

peo

�

ple’s

�

lore;

�

�

�

they

� �

�

were

�

wise

�

in

�

their

�

words

�

of

�

in

�

struc

�

tion;

�

�

�

those

�

who

�

com

�

posed

�

mu-

�

si-

�

cal

�

tunes

� �
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�

    or

�

put

�

vers

�

es

�

in

�

writ-

�

ing;

�

�

�

rich

�

men

�

en

�

dowed

�

with

�

re

�

sourc

�

es,

�

�

�

liv-

�

ing

�

peace

�

ful-

� �

�

ly

�

in

�

their

�

homes

�

— all

�

these

�

were

�

hon-

�

ored

�

in

�

their

�

gen-

�

er-

�

a

�

tions

�

    and

�

were

� �

�

the

�

pride

�

of

�

their

�

times.

�

�

Some

�

of

�

them

�

have

�

left

�

be-

�

hind

�

a

�

name,

�

�

�

so

�

that

�

oth

�

ers

� �

�

de

�

clare

�

their

�

praise.

�

�

But

�

of

�

oth

�

ers

�

there

�

is

�

no

�

mem

�

o-

�

ry;

�

�

�

they

�

have

�

per-

�

ished

�

as

� �

�

though

�

they

�

had

�

nev-

�

er

�

ex-

�

ist-

�

ed;

�

�

�

they

�

have

�

be-

�

come

�

as

�

though

�

they

�

had

�

nev-

�

er

� �

�

been

�

born,

�

�

�

they

�

and

�

their

�

chil

�

dren

�

af

�

ter

�

them.

�

�

But

�

these

�

al

�

so

�

were

�

men

�

of

� �

�

com

�

pas

�

sion

�

    whose

�

right

�

eous

�

deeds

�

have

�

not

�

been

�

for

�

got

�

ten;

�

�

�

Their

�

off

�

spring

� �

�

will

�

con

�

tin

�

ue

�

for-

�

ev-

�

er,

�

�

�

and

�

their

�

glo-

�

ry

�

will

�

nev-

�

er

�

be

�

blot

�

ted

�

out.

�

�

Their

�

bod-

� �
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�

ies

�

are

�

bur

�

ied

�

in

�

peace,

�

�

�

but

�

their

�

name

�

lives

�

on

�

gen-

�

er-

�

a

�

tion

�

af

�

ter

�

gen-

�

er-

�

a

�

tion.
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�
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