
2 Kings 5:1-14
Vigil for the Eve of the Baptism of our Lord 5

N
�

aa

�

man,

�

com

�

mand

�

er

�

of

�

the

�

ar

�

my

�

of

�

the

�

king

�

of

�

Aram,

�

was

�

a

�

great

� �

�

man

�

and

�

in

�

high

�

fa-

�

vor

�

with

�

his

�

mas

�

ter

�

be

�

cause

�

by

�

him

�

the

�

Lord

�

had

�

giv-

�

en

� �

�

vic

�

to-

�

ry

�

to

�

Aram.

�

�

The

�

man,

�

though

�

a

�

might

�

y

�

war

�

ri-

�

or,

�

suf

�

fered

�

from

�

a

�

skin

� �

�

dis-

�

ease.

�

�

Now

�

the

�

Arameans

�

on

�

one

�

of

�

their

�

raids

�

had

�

tak-

�

en

�

a

�

young

�

girl

� �

�

cap

�

tive

�

from

�

the

�

land

�

of

�

Is

�

ra-

�

el,

�

and

�

she

�

served

�

Naa

�

man’s

�

wife.

�

�

She

�

said

�

to

� �

�

her

�

mis

�

tress,“

�

If

�

on

�

ly

�

my

�

lord

�

were

�

with

�

the

�

proph

�

et

�

who

�

is

�

in

�

Sa

�

mar-

�

i-

�

a!

�

�

�

�

He

�

would

�

cure

�

him

�

of

�

his

�

skin

�

dis-

�

ease.”

�

�

So

�

Naa

�

man

�

went

�

in

�

and

�

told

�

his

�

lord

� �
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�

just

�

what

�

the

�

girl

�

from

�

the

�

land

�

of

�

Is

�

ra-

�

el

�

had

�

said.

�

�

And

�

the

�

king

�

of

�

Aram

� �

�

said,“

�

Go,

�

then,

�

and

�

I

�

will

�

send

�

a-

�

long

�

a

�

let-

�

ter

�

to

�

the

�

king

�

of

�

Is

�

ra-

�

el.”

�

�

�

�

He

�

went,

�

tak-

�

ing

�

with

�

him

�

ten

�

tal-

�

ents

�

of

�

sil

�

ver,

�

six

�

thou

�

sand

�

shekels

�

of

�

gold,

� �

�

and

�

ten

�

sets

�

of

�

gar

�

ments.

�

�

He

�

brought

�

the

�

let-

�

ter

�

to

�

the

�

king

�

of

�

Is

�

ra-

�

el,

� �

�

which

�

read,“

�

When

�

this

�

let-

�

ter

�

reaches

�

you,

�

know

�

that

�

I

�

have

�

sent

�

to

�

you

�

my

� �

�

ser

�

vant

�

Naa

�

man,

�

that

�

you

�

may

�

cure

�

him

�

of

�

his

�

skin

�

dis-

�

ease.”

�

�

When

�

the

� �

�

king

�

of

�

Is

�

ra-

�

el

�

read

�

the

�

let-

�

ter,

�

he

�

tore

�

his

�

clothes

�

and

�

said,“

�

Am

�

I

�

God,

�

to

� �

�

give

�

death

�

or

�

life,

�

that

�

this

�

man

�

sends

�

word

�

to

�

me

�

to

�

cure

�

a

�

man

�

of

�

his

�

skin

� �
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�

dis-

�

ease?

�

�

Just

�

look

�

and

�

see

�

how

�

he

�

is

�

try-

�

ing

�

to

�

pick

�

a

�

quar

�

rel

�

with

�

me.”

�

�

�

�

But

�

when

�

El-

�

isha

�

the

�

man

�

of

�

God

�

heard

�

that

�

the

�

king

�

of

�

Is

�

ra-

�

el

�

had

�

torn

� �

�

his

�

clothes,

�

he

�

sent

�

a

�

mes

�

sage

�

to

�

the

�

king,“

�

Why

�

have

�

you

�

torn

�

your

�

clothes?

� �

�

�

�

Let

�

him

�

come

�

to

�

me,

�

that

�

he

�

may

�

learn

�

that

�

there

�

is

�

a

�

proph

�

et

�

in

�

Is

�

ra-

�

el.”

�

�

�

�

So

�

Naa

�

man

�

came

�

with

�

his

�

hors

�

es

�

and

�

char-

�

i-

�

ots

�

and

�

halted

�

at

�

the

�

en

�

trance

� �

�

of

�

El-

�

isha’s

�

house.

�

�

El-

�

isha

�

sent

�

a

�

mes

�

sen

�

ger

�

to

�

him,

�

say-

�

ing,“

�

Go,

�

wash

�

in

� �

�

the

�

Jor

�

dan

�

sev-

�

en

�

times,

�

and

�

your

�

flesh

�

shall

�

be

�

re

�

stored,

�

and

�

you

�

shall

�

be

�

�

�

clean.”

�

�

But

�

Naa

�

man

�

be-

�

came

�

an

�

gry

�

and

�

went

�

a

�

way,

�

say-

�

ing,“

�

I

�

thought

�

that

� �
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�

for

�

me

�

he

�

would

�

sure

�

ly

�

come

�

out

�

and

�

stand

�

and

�

call

�

on

�

the

�

name

�

of

�

the

�

Lord

� �

�

his

�

God

�

and

�

would

�

wave

�

his

�

hand

�

o-

�

ver

�

the

�

spot

�

and

�

cure

�

the

�

skin

�

dis-

�

ease!

�

�

�

�

Are

�

not

�

Abana

�

and

�

Pharpar,

�

the

�

riv-

�

ers

�

of

�

Da

�

mas

�

cus,

�

bet-

�

ter

�

than

�

all

�

the

� �

�

wa-

�

ters

�

of

�

Is

�

ra-

�

el?

�

�

Could

�

�

�

I

�

not

�

wash

�

in

�

them

�

and

�

be

�

clean?”

� �

�

He

�

turned

�

and

� �

�

went

�

a

�

way

�

in

�

a

�

rage.

�

�

But

�

his

�

ser

�

vants

�

ap

�

proached

�

and

�

said

�

to

�

him,“

�

Fa

�

ther,

� �

�

if

�

the

�

proph

�

et

�

had

�

com

�

mand

�

ed

�

you

�

to

�

do

�

some

�

thing

�

dif-

�

fi-

�

cult,

�

would

�

you

� �

�

not

�

have

�

done

�

it?

� �

�

How

�

much

�

more,

�

when

�

all

�

he

�

said

�

to

�

you

�

was,‘

�

Wash,

�

�

�

�

�

and

�

be

�

clean’?”

� �

�

So

�

he

�

went

�

down

�

and

�

im

�

mersed

�

him

�

self

�

sev-

�

en

�

times

�

in

� �
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�

the

�

Jor

�

dan,

�

ac

�

cord

�

ing

�

to

�

the

�

word

�

of

�

the

�

man

�

of

�

God;

�

�

�

his

�

flesh

�

was

�

re

�

stored

� �

�

like

�

the

�

flesh

�

of

�

a

�

young

�

boy,

�

and

�

he

�

was

�

clean.

�

�
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