Jude 1-3

Bernard of Clairvaux
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J ude, a servant of Je-sus Christ and brother of James, To those who are
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called, who are be-lov-ed in God the Father and kept safe for Je-sus Christ:
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May mercy, peace, and love be yours in a-bundance. Be-lov-ed, while ea-
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gerly pre-par-ing to write to you about the salvation we share, I find it
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nec-essar-y to write and appeal to you to contend for the faith that was once
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and for all handed on to the saints. For certain intrud-ers have sto-len in a-
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mong you, people who long a-go were des-ignat-ed for this condemnation as
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ungodly, who pervert the grace of our God into debaucher-y and de-ny our
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only Master and Lord, Je- sus Christ. Now I de-sire to remind you, though
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you are ful-ly informed, once and for all, that Je-sus, who saved a people
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out of the land of E-gypt, afterward destroyed those who did not be-lieve.
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And the angels who did not keep their own po-si-tion but de-serted their
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prop-er dwell-ing, he has kept in e-ternal chains in deepest darkness for the
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judgment of the great day. Likewise, Sod-om and Gomorrah and the sur-
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rounding cit-ies, which, in the same manner as they, indulged in sex-u- al
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immo-ral-i-ty and pursued unnat-u-ral lust, serve as an ex-ample by under-
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go- ing a pun-ishment of e-ter- nal fire. Yet in the same way these dreamers
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also de-file the flesh, re-ject author-i-ty, and slander the glo-ri- ous ones.
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But when the archangel Michael disput-ed with the dev-il and argued a-
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bout the bod-y of Mo-ses, he did not dare to bring a condemnation of
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slander against him but said, “The Lord re- buke you!” But these people
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slander what-ev-er they do not understand, and they are destroyed by those
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things that, like irration-al an-imals, they know by  instinct. Woe to them!
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For they go the way of Cain and a-bandon themselves to Bal-aam’s error for
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the sake of gain and per-ish in Ko-rah’s re-bellion. These are blots on your
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love feasts, while they feast with you without fear, feed- ing themselves.
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They are wa-ter-less clouds carried a-long by the winds; autumn trees without
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fruit, twice dead, uproot-ed; wild waves of the sea, cast-ing up the foam of
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their own shame; wander-ing stars, for whom the deepest darkness has been
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re-served for-ev-er. It was also about these that Enoch, in the sev-enth gen-
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er-ation from Adam, prophe-sied, say-ing, “See, the Lord is coming with ten
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thousands of his ho-ly ones, to ex-e-cute judgment on all and to convict all
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the ungodly of all the deeds of ungodli-ness that they have commit-ted in
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such an ungodly way and of all the harsh things that ungodly sinners have
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spo-ken a- gainst him.” These are grumblers and malcontents; they indulge
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their lusts; their mouths utter bombas-tic nonsense, flatter-ing people to their
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own advantage. But you, be-lov-ed, must remember the words pre-vi-ously
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spo-ken by the a-postles of our Lord Je-sus Christ, for they said to you, “In
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the last time there will be scoffers, indulging their own ungod- ly lusts.” It is
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these worldly people, devoid of the Spir-it, who are caus-ing di-vi-sions.
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But you, be-lov-ed, build yourselves up on your most ho-ly faith; pray in the

Bl W Mot

I—I—I—J

Ho-ly Spir-it; keep yourselves in the love of God; look forward to the mercy
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of our Lord Je-sus Christ that leads to e-ter- nal life. And have mercy on
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some who are wa-ver-ing; save others by snatching them out of the fire;
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and have mercy on still others with fear, hat-ing e-ven the tu-nic de- filed
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by their bodies. Now to him who is able to keep you from fall-ing and to
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make you stand without blemish in the pres-ence of his glo-ry with re-joic-ing,
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to the only God our Savior, through Je-sus Christ our Lord, be glo-ry, maj-
%H—n—n—-—n—n—n—n A A—A—A—A A —AR ._:—I A

esty, power, and author-i-ty, be-fore all time and now and for-ev-er. Amen.
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