1 Corinthians 14:6-12

Birgitta of Sweden
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N ow, brothers and sis-ters, if I come to you speaking in tongues,

how will T ben-e-fit you unless I speak to you in some rev-e-lation or knowl-
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edge or prophe-cy or teaching? It is the same way with lifeless instruments
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that pro-duce sound, such as the flute or the harp. If they do not give dis-tinct
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notes, how will what is be- ing played on the flute or harp be rec-ognized?
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And if the bugle gives an indis-tinct sound, who will get ready for battle?
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So with yourselves: If in a tongue you utter speech that is not intel-li-gible,
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how will an-y- one know what is be- ing said? For you will be speaking
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into the air. There are doubtless man-y dif-fer-ent kinds of sounds in the
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world, and nothing is with-out sound. If then I do not know the meaning of
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a sound, I will be a for-eigner to the speaker and the speaker a for-eigner
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to me. So with yourselves: since you are striv-ing after spir-it-u- al gifts, seek

to excel in them for build-ing up the church.

" Episcopal CHANT



