Philippians 1:15-26

Cyril and Methodius
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S ome proclaim Christ from envy and ri-valry but others from good-
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will. These proclaim Christ out of love, knowing that I have been put here
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for the de-fense of the gospel; the others proclaim Christ out of self-ish
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ambi-tion, not sincerely but intending to increase my suffer-ing in my
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impris-onment. What does it matter? Just this, that Christ is proclaimed in
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every way, whether out of false mo-tives or true, and in that I  re-joice.
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Yes, and I will re-joice, for I know that through your prayers and the
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help of the Spir-it of Je-sus Christ this will turn out for my salvation.
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It is my eager expectation and hope that I will not be put to shame in
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an-y way but that by my speaking with all boldness Christ will be ex-alt-ed
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now as always in my bod-y, whether by life or by death. For to me, liv-ing
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is Christ and dy- ing is gain. If I am to live in the flesh, that means
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fruit-ful la-bor for me, yet I cannot say which I will choose. I am hard
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pressed between the two: my de-sire is to de-part and be with Christ, for
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that is far bet-ter, but to remain in the flesh is more nec-essar-y for you.

Since I am convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue with

all of you for your progress and joy in faith, so that, by my pres-ence again
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with you, your boast might abound in Christ Je-sus because of me.

" Episcopal CHANT



