Acts 4:32-35, 5:1-11

Francis of Assisi
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N ow the whole group of those who be-lieved were of one heart and
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soul, and no one claimed pri-vate ownership of an-y possessions, but every-
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thing they owned was held in common. With great power the a-postles gave
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their tes-timo-ny to the res-urrection of the Lord Je-sus, and great grace was
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up-on them all. There was not a needy person among them, for as man-y
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as owned lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was
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sold. They laid it at the a-postles’ feet, and it was distrib-ut-ed to each as
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an-y had need. But a man named Ana-ni- as, with the consent of his wife
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Sapphi-ra, sold a piece of prop-erty; with his wife’s knowledge, he kept back
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some of the proceeds and brought only a part and laid it at the a-postles’
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feet. “Ana-ni- as,” Pe-ter asked, “why has Sa-tan filled your heart to lie

to the Ho-ly Spir-it and to keep back part of the proceeds of the land?
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While it remained unsold, did it not remain your own? And after it was sold,
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were not the proceeds at your dispos-al? How is it that you have contrived
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this deed in your heart? You did not lie to us but to God!” Now when
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Ana-ni- as heard these words, he fell down and died. And great fear seized
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all who heard of it. The young men came and wrapped up his bod-y, then
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carried him out and bur- ied him. After an interval of about three hours his
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wife came in, not knowing what had happened. Pe-ter said to her, “Tell me
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whether you and your husband sold the land for such and such a price.”
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And she said, “Yes, that was the price.” Then Pe-ter said to her, “How is it
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that you have agreed to-gether to put the Spir-it of the Lord to the test? Look,
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the feet of those who have buried your husband are at the door, and they

%nn—n'....ln—n—n—n-—nlnln'. a

will carry you out.” Imme-di- ately she fell down at his feet and died.
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When the young men came in they found her dead, so they carried her out
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and buried her be-side her husband. And great fear seized the whole church
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and all who heard of these things.
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