
Susanna 1:34-46
Marina the Monk

T
�

hen

�

the

�

two

�

el

�

ders

�

stood

�

up

�

be-

�

fore

�

the

�

peo

�

ple

�

and

�

laid

�

their

�

hands

� �

�

on

�

her

�

head.

�

�

Through

�

her

�

tears

�

she

�

looked

�

up

�

to

�

ward

�

heav

�

en,

�

for

�

her

�

heart

� �

�

trust

�

ed

�

in

�

the

�

Lord.

�

�

The

�

el

�

ders

�

said,

�

“While

�

we

�

were

�

walk

�

ing

�

in

�

the

�

gar

�

den

� �

�

a-

�

lone,

�

this

�

wom

�

an

�

came

�

in

�

with

�

two

�

maids,

�

shut

�

the

�

gar

�

den

�

doors,

�

and

� �

�

dis

�

missed

�

the

�

maids.

�

�

Then

�

a

�

young

�

man

�

who

�

was

�

hid-

�

ing

�

there

�

came

�

to

� �

�

her

�

and

�

was

�

in

�

ti

�

mate

�

with

�

her.

�

�

We

�

were

�

in

�

a

�

cor

�

ner

�

of

�

the

�

gar

�

den,

�

and

� �

�

when

�

we

�

saw

�

this

�

wick

�

ed

�

ness

�

we

�

ran

�

to

�

them.

�

�

Al

�

though

�

we

�

saw

�

him

�

have

� �

�

in

�

ter

�

course

�

with

�

her,

�

we

�

could

�

not

�

hold

�

the

�

man

�

be

�

cause

�

he

�

was

�

strong

�

er

� �
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�

than

�

we,

�

and

�

he

�

o-

�

pened

�

the

�

doors

�

and

�

got

�

a

�

way.

�

�

We

�

did,

�

how

�

ev-

�

er,

�

seize

� �

�

this

�

wom

�

an

�

and

�

asked

�

who

�

the

�

young

�

man

�

was,

�

but

�

she

�

would

�

not

�

tell

�

us.

�

�

�

�

These

�

things

�

we

�

tes-

�

ti-

�

fy.”

�

�

Be

�

cause

�

they

�

were

�

el

�

ders

�

of

�

the

�

peo

�

ple

�

and

�

judg

�

es,

� �

�

the

�

as

�

sem

�

bly

�

be-

�

lieved

�

them

�

and

�

con

�

demned

�

her

�

to

�

death.

�

�

Then

�

Su-

�

san

�

na

� �

�

cried

�

out

�

with

�

a

�

loud

�

voice

�

and

�

said,

�

“O

�

e-

�

ter

�

nal

�

God,

�

you

�

know

�

what

�

is

� �

�

se

�

cret

�

and

�

are

�

a

�

ware

�

of

�

all

�

things

�

be-

�

fore

�

they

�

come

�

to

�

be;

�

�

�

you

�

know

�

that

� �

�

these

�

men

�

have

�

giv-

�

en

�

false

�

ev-

�

i-

�

dence

�

a-

�

gainst

�

me.

�

�

And

�

now

�

I

�

am

�

to

�

die,

� �

�

though

�

I

�

have

�

done

�

none

�

of

�

the

�

wick

�

ed

�

things

�

that

�

they

�

have

�

charged

�

a-

�

gainst

�

�

�

me!”

�

�

The

�

Lord

�

heard

�

her

�

cry.

�

�

�

Just

�

as

�

she

�

was

�

be-

�

ing

�

led

�

off

�

to

�

ex-

�

e-

�

cu

�

tion,

� �
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�

God

�

stirred

�

up

�

the

�

ho-

�

ly

�

spir-

�

it

�

of

�

a

�

young

�

man

�

named

�

Dan

�

iel,

�

and

�

he

� �

�

shout-

�

ed

�

with

�

a

�

loud

�

voice,

�

“I

�

want

�

no

�

part

�

in

�

shed

�

ding

�

this

�

woman’s

�

blood!”

� �

�
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