1 Peter 3:8-17

Paul Jones
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F i-nal-ly, all of you, have u-ni-ty of spir-it, sympathy, love for one
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an-other, a tender heart, and a humble mind. Do not repay e-vil for e-vil or
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that you were called—that you might inher-it a blessing. For “Those who
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de-sire to love life  and to see good days, let them keep their tongues from
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e-vil and their lips from speaking de-ceit; let them turn away from e-vil
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and do good; let them seek peace and pur-sue it. For the eyes of the Lord
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are on the righteous, and his ears are o-pen to their prayer. But the face
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of the Lord is against those who do e-vil.” Now who will harm you if you
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are eager to do what is good? But e-ven if you do suffer for do- ing what is
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right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear, and do not be intim-i-
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dat-ed, but in your hearts sancti-fy Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make
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your de-fense to an-y- one who demands from you an accounting for the hope
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that is in you, yet do it with gentle-ness and respect. Maintain a good con-
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science so that, when you are ma-ligned, those who a-buse you for your good
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conduct in Christ may be put to shame. For it is bet-ter to suffer for do- ing
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good, if suffer-ing should be God’s will, than to suffer for do- ing e-vil.
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