Acts 15:12-22a

Saint James of Jerusalem
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T he whole assembly kept si-lence and lis-tened to Barna-bas and Paul as
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they told of all the signs and wonders that God had done through them among
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the gentiles. After they fin-ished speaking, James replied, “My brothers, lis-
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ten to me. Sime- on has re-lat-ed how God first looked fa-vor-ably on the
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gentiles, to take from among them a people for his name. This agrees with
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the words of the prophets, as it is writ-ten, ‘After this I will re-turn, and I
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will rebuild the dwell-ing of Da-vid, which has fall-en;  from its ru- ins I
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will rebuild it, and I will set it up, so that all other peoples may seek
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the Lord— e-ven all the gentiles o-ver whom my name has been called.
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Thus says the Lord, who has been mak-ing these things known from long
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a-go.” “Therefore I have reached the de-ci-sion that we should not trouble
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those gentiles who are turning to God, but we should write to them to abstain
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only from things pol-lut-ed by i-dols and from sex-u- al immo-ral-i-ty and
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from what-ev-er has been strangled and from blood. For in every cit-y, for
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gen-er-ations past, Mo-ses has had those who proclaim him, for he has been

$a na a nnn a A a PP —

bbl

read a-loud every Sabbath in the syn-a-gogues.” Then the a-postles and
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the elders, with the consent of the whole church, de-cid-ed to choose men
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from among them and to send them to Anti- och with Paul and Barna-bas.
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They sent Ju-das called Barsabbas, and Si-las, leaders among the brothers,
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