James 2:14-26

Theodore of Tarsus
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CC hat good is it, my brothers and sis-ters, if someone claims to have
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faith but does not have works? Surely that faith cannot save, can it? If a
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brother or sis-ter is na-ked and lacks dai-ly food and one of you says to them,
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“Go in peace; keep warm and eat your fill,” and yet you do not supply their
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bod-i-ly needs, what is the good of that? So faith by it-self, if it has no
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works, is dead. But someone will say, “You have faith, and I have works.”
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Show me your faith a-part from works, and I by my works will show you
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faith. You be-lieve that God is one; you do well. E-ven the demons be-lieve-
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—and shudder. Do you want to be shown, you senseless person, that faith
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a-part from works is worthless? Was not our ancestor Abra-ham justi-fied
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by works when he offered his son I-sa- ac on the al-tar? You see that faith
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was active a-long with his works, and by works faith was brought to com-
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ple-tion. Thus the scripture was ful-filled that says, “Abra-ham be-lieved God,
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and it was reckoned to him as righteousness,” and he was called the friend
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of God. You see that a person is justi-fied by works and not by faith a-lone.
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Likewise, was not Ra-hab the prosti-tute also justi-fied by works when she
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welcomed the messengers and sent them out by an-other road? For just as
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the bod-y without the spir-it is dead, so faith without works is also dead.
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