Luke 3:1-9

Bakbita (Josephine Margaret Bakhita)
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I n the fifteenth year of the reign of Ti-be-ri- us Cae-sar, when Pontius
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Pi-late was gov-ernor of Ju-de- a, and Her-od was rul-er of Gal-i-lee, and his
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brother Phil-ip rul-er of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias
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rul-er of Ab-i-lene, dur-ing the high priesthood of Annas and Cai- aphas,

%ﬂ = a = = a—=a aA—R A a8 a—AaAR

the word of God came to John son of Zecha-ri- ah in the wilderness.
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He went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of
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re-pentance for the forgiveness of sins, as it is writ-ten in the book of
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the words of the prophet I-sa-iah, “The voice of one cry- ing out in the
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wilderness: ‘Pre-pare the way of the Lord;  make his paths straight. Every
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valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be made low, and
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the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough ways made smooth,
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and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.” ” John said to the crowds com-
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ing out to be baptized by him, “You brood of vi-pers! Who warned you to
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flee from the coming wrath? Therefore, bear fruits worthy of re-pentance, and
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do not be-gin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abra-ham as our ancestor, for
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I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abra-ham.
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E-ven now the ax is ly- ing at the root of the trees; therefore every tree
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that does not bear good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire.”
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