John 19:31-37

Hadewijch of Brabant
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S ince it was the day of Prep-a-ration, the Jews did not want the bodies
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left on the cross dur-ing the Sabbath, especial-ly because that Sabbath was a
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day of great so-lemni-ty. So they asked Pi-late to have the legs of the cru-ci-
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fied men bro-ken and the bodies removed. Then the soldiers came and broke
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the legs of the first and of the other who had been cru-ci-fied with him.
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But when they came to Je-sus and saw that he was already dead, they did not
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break his legs. Instead, one of the soldiers pierced his side with a spear, and
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at once blood and wa-ter came out. He who saw this has tes-ti-fied so
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that you also may be-lieve. His tes-timo-ny is true, and he knows that he tells
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the truth, so that you also may continue to be-lieve. These things occurred so
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that the scripture might be ful-filled, “None of his bones shall be bro-ken.”

And again an-other passage of scripture says, “They will look on the one

whom they have pierced.”
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