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N
�

ow

�

a

�

dis

�

cus

�

sion

�

a

�

bout

�

purification

�

a-

�

rose

�

be

�

tween

�

John’s

�

dis-

�

ci

�

ples

� �

�

and

�

a

�

Jew.

�

�

They

�

came

�

to

�

John

�

and

�

said

�

to

�

him,

�

“Rab

�

bi,

�

the

�

one

�

who

�

was

� �

�

with

�

you

�

a

�

cross

�

the

�

Jor

�

dan,

�

to

�

whom

�

you

�

tes-

�

ti-

�

fied,

�

here

�

he

�

is

�

bap

�

tiz-

�

ing,

� �

�

and

�

all

�

are

�

go-

�

ing

�

to

�

him.”

�

�

John

�

an

�

swered,

�

“No

�

one

�

can

�

re-

�

ceive

�

an-

�

y

�

thing

� �

�

ex

�

cept

�

what

�

has

�

been

�

giv-

�

en

�

from

�

heav

�

en.

�

�

You

�

yourselves

�

are

�

my

�

wit

�

ness

�

es

� �

�

that

�

I

�

said,

�

‘I

�

am

�

not

�

the

�

Mes

�

si-

�

ah,

�

but

�

I

�

have

�

been

�

sent

�

a

�

head

�

of

�

him.’

�

�

�

�

He

�

who

�

has

�

the

�

bride

�

is

�

the

�

bride

�

groom.

�

�

The

�

friend

�

of

�

the

�

bride

�

groom

�

who

� �

�

stands

�

and

�

hears

�

him

�

re-

�

joic-

�

es

�

great

�

ly

�

at

�

the

�

bridegroom’s

�

voice.

�

�

For

�

this

� �

✠Episcopalchant



�

rea

�

son

�

my

�

joy

�

has

�

been

�

ful-

�

filled.

�

�

He

�

must

�

in

�

crease,

�

but

�

I

�

must

�

de

�

crease.”

�

�
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