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A t that ver-y time there were some pre-sent who told Je-sus about
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the Gal-i-le- ans whose blood Pi-late had mingled with their sacri- fic-es.

He asked them, “Do you think that because these Gal-i-le- ans suffered in
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this way they were worse sinners than all other Gal-i-le- ans? No, I tell you,
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but unless you re-pent you will all per-ish as they did. Or those eighteen

who were killed when the tower of Si-lo- am fell on them—do you think that
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they were worse offenders than all the other people liv-ing in Je-ru-sa-lem?
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No, I tell you, but unless you re-pent you will all per-ish just as they did.”
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Then he told this par-able: “A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard,
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and he came looking for fruit on it and found none. So he said to the
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man working the vineyard, ‘See here! For three years I have come looking
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for fruit on this fig tree, and still I find none. Cut it down! Why should
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it be wast-ing the soil?’ He replied, ‘Sir, let it a-lone for one more year,
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until I dig around it and put ma-nure on it. If it bears fruit next year,
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well and good, but if not, you can cut it down.

»

" Episcopal CHANT



