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them has gone astray, does he not leave the ninety-nine on the mountains and
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go in search of the one that went astray? And if he finds it, tru-ly I tell you,
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he re-joic-es o-ver it more than o-ver the ninety-nine that nev-er went astray.
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So it is not the will of your Father in heaven that one of these little ones
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should be lost. “If your brother or sis-ter sins against you, go and point out
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the fault when the two of you are a-lone. If you are lis-tened to, you have
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re-gained that one. But if you are not lis-tened to, take one or two others
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a-long with you, so that every word may be confirmed by the ev-i-dence of
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two or three witnesses. If that person re-fus-es to lis-ten to them, tell it to
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the church, and if the offender re-fus-es to lis-ten e-ven to the church, let such
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a one be to you as a gentile and a tax col-lector. Tru-ly I tell you, what-ev-
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er you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and what-ev-er you loose on
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earth will be loosed in heaven. Again, tru-ly I tell you, if two of you agree

%I—I—I—I—I—I—I—I—I a—=R a—R a = = I—I—I—I—J

on earth about an-ything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father in
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heaven. For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among
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them.” Then Pe-ter came and said to him, “Lord, if my brother or sis-ter
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sins against me, how often should I forgive? As man-y as sev-en times?”
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Je-sus said to him, “Not sev-en times, but, I tell you, sev-enty-sev-en times.
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“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who
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wished to settle accounts with his slaves. When he be-gan the reckon-ing,

one who owed him ten thousand tal-ents was brought to him,
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