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I n those days when there was again a great crowd without an-ything to
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eat, he called his dis-ciples and said to them, “I have compassion for the
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crowd because they have been with me now for three days and have nothing
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to eat. If I send them away hungry to their homes, they will faint on the
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way—and some of them have come from a great dis-tance.” His dis-ciples
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replied, “How can one feed these people with bread here in the de-sert?”
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He asked them, “How man-y loaves do you have?” They said, “Sev-en.”
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Then he ordered the crowd to sit down on the ground, and he took the sev-en
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loaves, and after giv-ing thanks he broke them and gave them to his dis-ciples
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to distrib-ute, and they distrib-ut-ed them to the crowd. They had also a
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few small fish, and after blessing them he ordered that these, too, should be
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distrib-ut-ed. They ate and were filled, and they took up the bro-ken piec-es
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left o-ver, sev-en baskets full. Now there were about four thousand people.
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And he sent them away. And imme-di- ately he got into the boat with his
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dis-ciples and went to the district of Dalmanutha. The Phar-i-sees came and
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be-gan to argue with him, asking him for a sign from heaven, to test him.

And he sighed deeply in his spir-it and said, “Why does this gen-er-ation ask
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he left them, and get-ting into the boat again he went across to the other side.
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