Matthew 20:20-28

Polycarp of Smyrna
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I hen the mother of the sons of Zeb-edee came to him with her sons,
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and kneel-ing be-fore him, she asked a fa-vor of him. And he said to her,
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will sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, in your kingdom.”
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But Je-sus answered, “You do not know what you are asking. Are you able
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to drink the cup that I am about to drink?” They said to him, “We are
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able.” He said to them, “You will indeed drink my cup, but to sit at my
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right hand and at my left, this is not mine to grant, but it is for those for
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whom it has been pre-pared by my Father” When the ten heard it, they
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were angry with the two brothers. But Je-sus called them to him and said,
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“You know that the rul-ers of the gentiles lord it o-ver them, and their great
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ones are ty-rants o-ver them. It will not be so among you, but who- ev-er

wishes to be great among you must be your servant, and who- ev-er wishes

to be first among you must be your slave, just as the Son of Man came not
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to be served but to serve and to give his life a ransom for man-y.”
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