
Matthew 14:1-12
The Beheading of Saint John the Baptist

A
�

t

�

that

�

time

�

Her-

�

od

�

the

�

rul-

�

er

�

heard

�

re-

�

ports

�

a

�

bout

�

Je-

�

sus,

�

and

�

he

� �

�

said

�

to

�

his

�

ser

�

vants,

�

“This

�

is

�

John

�

the

�

Bap

�

tist;

�

�

�

he

�

has

�

been

�

raised

�

from

�

the

� �

�

dead,

�

and

�

for

�

this

�

rea

�

son

�

these

�

pow

�

ers

�

are

�

at

�

work

�

in

�

him.”

�

�

For

�

Her-

�

od

�

had

� �

�

ar

�

rest

�

ed

�

John,

�

bound

�

him,

�

and

�

put

�

him

�

in

�

pris-

�

on

�

on

�

ac

�

count

�

of

�

He-

�

ro-

�

di-

� �

�

as,

�

his

�

broth

�

er

�

Philip’s

�

wife,

�

be

�

cause

�

John

�

had

�

been

�

tell-

�

ing

�

him,

�

“It

�

is

�

not

� �

�

law

�

ful

�

for

�

you

�

to

�

have

�

her.”

�

�

Though

�

Her-

�

od

�

want

�

ed

�

to

�

put

�

him

�

to

�

death,

�

he

� �

�

feared

�

the

�

crowd,

�

be

�

cause

�

they

�

re-

�

gard

�

ed

�

him

�

as

�

a

�

proph

�

et.

�

�

But

�

when

�

Herod’s

� �

�

birth

�

day

�

came,

�

the

�

daugh

�

ter

�

of

�

He-

�

ro-

�

di-

�

as

�

danced

�

be-

�

fore

�

the

�

com

�

pa-

�

ny,

� �
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�

and

�

she

�

pleased

�

Her-

�

od

�

so

�

much

�

that

�

he

�

prom

�

ised

�

on

�

oath

�

to

�

grant

�

her

� �

�

what-

�

ev-

�

er

�

she

�

might

�

ask.

�

�

Prompt

�

ed

�

by

�

her

�

moth

�

er,

�

she

�

said,

�

“Give

�

me

�

the

� �

�

head

�

of

�

John

�

the

�

Bap

�

tist

�

here

�

on

�

a

�

plat

�

ter.”

�

�

The

�

king

�

was

�

grieved,

�

yet

�

out

� �

�

of

�

re-

�

gard

�

for

�

his

�

oaths

�

and

�

for

�

the

�

guests,

�

he

�

com

�

mand

�

ed

�

it

�

to

�

be

�

giv-

�

en;

�

�

�

�

�

he

�

sent

�

and

�

had

�

John

�

be

�

head

�

ed

�

in

�

the

�

pris-

�

on.

�

�

His

�

head

�

was

�

brought

�

on

�

a

� �

�

plat

�

ter

�

and

�

giv-

�

en

�

to

�

the

�

girl,

�

who

�

brought

�

it

�

to

�

her

�

moth

�

er.

�

�

His

�

dis-

�

ci

�

ples

� �

�

came

�

and

�

took

�

the

�

bod-

�

y

�

and

�

bur

�

ied

�

him;

�

�

�

�

then

�

they

�

went

�

and

�

told

�

Je-

�

sus.

�

�
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