Acts 14:14-17,21-23

Propbhetic Witness in Society
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CC hen the a-postles Barna-bas and Paul heard of it, they tore their
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clothes and rushed out into the crowd, shout-ing, “People, why are you do-
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ing this? We are mortals just like you, and we bring you good news, that
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you should turn from these worthless things to the liv-ing God, who made
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the heaven and the earth and the sea and all that is in them. In past gen-
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er-ations he al-lowed all peoples to fol-low their own ways, yet he has not
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left himself without a witness in do- ing good, giv-ing you rains from heaven
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and fruit-ful seasons and fill-ing you with food and your hearts with joy.”
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After they had proclaimed the good news to that cit-y and had made man-
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y dis-ciples, they re-turned to Lystra, then on to I-co-ni- um and Anti- och.
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There they strengthened the souls of the dis-ciples and encouraged them to
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continue in the faith, say-ing, “It is through man-y perse-cutions that we
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must enter the kingdom of God.” And after they had appointed elders for

them in each church, with prayer and fast-ing they entrusted them to the
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Lord in whom they had come to be-lieve.
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