Acts 22:30-23:10

Prophetic Witness in the Church
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S ince he wanted to find out what Paul was be- ing accused of by the
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Jews, the next day he re-leased him and ordered the chief priests and the
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entire council to meet. He brought Paul down and had him stand be-
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fore them. While Paul was looking intently at the council he said, “Broth-
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ers, up to this day I have lived my life with a clear conscience be- fore
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God.” Then the high priest Ana-ni- as ordered those standing near him to
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strike him on the mouth. At this Paul said to him, “God will strike you,
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you whitewashed wall! Are you sit-ting there to judge me according to
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the law, and yet in vi- o-lation of the law you order me to be struck?”
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Those standing nearby said, “Do you dare to insult God’s high priest?”
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And Paul said, “I did not re- al-ize, brothers, that he was high priest, for

.
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it is writ-ten, ‘You shall not speak e-vil of a leader of your people.” ” When
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Paul no-ticed that some were Sadducees and others were Phar-i-sees, he called
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out in the council, “Brothers, I am a Phar-i-see, a son of Phar-i-sees.
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[ am on tri- al concerning the hope of the res-urrection of the dead.”
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When he said this, a dissension be-gan between the Phar-i-sees and the Saddu-
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cees, and the assembly was di-vid-ed. The Sadducees say that there is no

" Episcopal CHANT



%ﬂ—l—l—l—l—l—l—l a—a = A AR I—I.‘ a-

res-urrection or angel or spir-it, but the Phar-i-sees acknowledge all three.
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Then a great clamor a-rose, and certain scribes of the Phar-i-sees’ group stood
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up and contended, “We find nothing wrong with this man. What if a spir-
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it or an angel has spo-ken to him?” When the dissension be-came vi- o-lent,

the trib-une, fear-ing that they would tear Paul to piec-es, ordered the soldiers
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to go down, take him by force, and bring him into the barracks.
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